236                              CHILDREN   IN   INSTITUTIONS
the material conditions, but also the personalities of the foster
parents, their ways of handling children and the general
atmosphere of the home.
Moreover, it is highly desirable that there should be regular
supervision of foster homes by such properly qualified people3 who
will be able to help the foster parents to understand the particular
children who are with them, and to deal wisely with their
difficulties.
(b) Training of staff in Institutions and Grouped Homes
For similar reasons, it is essential that members of the staff of
Institutions and Grouped Homes should be both well chosen and
adequately trained. Their training should include knowledge
of the psychological needs of children as well as of the requirements
of bodily health, and understanding of modern methods of
education. Institution staffs need to have more, not less, know-
ledge, understanding and skill than teachers in day schools,,
since they have to perform parental functions as well.